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ñOntario is in the midst of a global 

economic transformation.  While 

this transformation to a knowledge-

or idea-driven creative economy 

has been underway for more than 

three decades, the current financial 

and economic maelstrom has 

accentuated its importanceò

Roger Martin and Richard Florida

In Ontario in the Creative Age, 2009



Knowledge-Based Industries

Industries

Chemical

Biotechnology

Information and  

Communications  Technology

Environment

High tech manufacturers

Services

Finance

Health Science

Multi-media

Social and personal services

Knowledge-based 

industries are those 

which are relatively 

intensive in the 

inputs of technology 

and human capital.

(OECD, 1999)



Nearly 80 percent of jobs are now in 

service industries

ÅRoutine service industries 

ÅñCreativeò and ñKnowledge-

basedò service industries

How much of the creative or knowledge-

based economy can Clarington attract ?



A Sector that many are chasing!



The environment for creativity

Å Live Work and Play in Clarington

ÅóThe social structure of creativityô 

ÅArtistic, cultural and recreational 

infrastructure

Å The underlying ecosystem or habitat in 

which creativity flourishes

Å Larger cities are often seen as the key 

environment for creativity; but 

Clarington and Durham has itôs 

advantages as well



ñhuman creativity is the 

ultimate economic resourceò



Origins of the Technology Park

ÅA catalyst business

Å Prime Location and Affordable Land

ÅA University and College

ÅOPG Refurbishment and New Build

Å Close to Toronto and 60 minutes to airport

Å Lifestyle

A value proposition for Clarington as a place for high 

tech and science-based industry?



Holburn Biomedical ïAn Ambassador

ñThe ultimate goal is to attract like-minded firms to his 

"science park" and create an R&D cluster at the Clarington 

site, just east of Oshawa.ò

ñThe combination of favourable tax policies and a highly 

skilled workforce makes southern Ontario a perfect location.ò

ñThere are some good people graduating from both Durham 

College and the University of Ontario Institute of Technology, 

as well as the other centres in the Greater Toronto Area.ò      

Dr. Ron Stead in Toronto Star, 1996

http://www.holburn.com/home.php


Site Location



Background Studies 

Servicing 
Options

Bennett Creek 
Master Drainage 

Plan Study

Planning and 
Urban Design

Industrial Land 
Market

Planning Rationale



Clarington Technology Park Study

Opportunities and Constraints - Holburn Master Plan

First Phase 

Development



Clarington Technology Park Study

Opportunities and Constraints - Development Profile



Clarington Technology Park Study

Opportunities and Constraints - Natural Features



Clarington Technology Park Study

Opportunities and Constraints - Regional Access



Clarington Technology Park Study

Opportunities and Constraints - Summary



Clarington Technology Park Study

Conceptual Options



Clarington Technology Park Study

Design Principles

Development should be organized,

accessed and serviced by an

inter-connected, hierarchical network of

streets.

Over time, Baseline Road will become the premier 

address for the park, where the highest value land uses 

will be located.

The 401 frontage will  should be reserved for the largest 

businesses



Clarington Technology Park Study

Design Principles

The character of the park should be

defined as much by the quality of

buildings and the landscape as by the

nature of development.



Clarington Technology Park Study

Design Principles

Stormwater courses and ponds,

together with the existing woodlots and

hedgerows, should form the basis of a

robust and attractive open space

system.



A Vision for the Clarington Technology Park

The Clarington Technology Park will leverage existing physical 

assets and promote establishment of prestige employment uses, 

anchored by a biotechnology cluster.

The Business Park will :

ÅResearch Park;

Å Global market focus and accommodate niche markets;

Å Prime destination for prestige employment uses and high-end jobs;

ÅEnhance and diversify employment base;

ÅSignature facility and eastern gateway to GTA



A Vision for the Clarington Technology Park

For illustrative purposes only

Potential 
Phase 
One



Clarington Technology Park Secondary Plan

Mixed Use Corridor

Light Industrial

Prestige Employment 1

Prestige Employment  2

Environmental Protection



Permitted Uses
P
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t ÅOffice buildings

ÅResearch & 
development 
facilities

ÅUniversity or college

ÅCommercial schools

ÅLight industrial within 
enclosed building 
(manufacturing, 
assembling, 
fabricating, or 
processing)

ÅHotels and 
convention centres

ÅLimited-scale 
commercial, 
community or 
recreational uses

L
ig

h
t 
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d
u

s
tr

ia
l

ÅLight industrial 
facility with limited 
outside storage

ÅResearch & 
development 
facilities

ÅBusiness office 
accessory to other 
permitted use

ÅRestaurant and 
business and 
personal services on 
ground floor of a 
multi-story building

M
ix

e
d

 U
s
e

 C
o
rr

id
o

r

ÅBusiness or 
administrative offices

ÅResearch & 
development 
facilities

ÅCommercial schools

ÅDay nursery

ÅFitness Centre

ÅCommercial, 
community and 
recreational uses 
that cater to the 
business park  
(banks, eating 
establishments, 
athletic clubs and 
business and 
personal services)



Alternative 1

ÅNew trunk sewer from 

WPCP to Highway 2 

(and beyond for 

future development)

Sanitary Sewers



Alternative 2

ÅDeepen and extend 

existing Baseline 

Road Trunk sewer 

(EA)

Sanitary Sewers

Å Twinning or over 

sizing existing trunk



Water services have been extended by 

Holburn to Bennett Road

ÅMunicipal water 

supply is extended

ÅIn the future a 

looped water supply 

system will be 

required 
EXISTING WATERMAINS



Master Drainage Plan for Bennett Creek

ÅBennett Creek

ÅCentralized Pond 

ÅInterim On-Site 

ponds permitted 

until ultimate 

pond developed

ESTABLISH NATURALIZED 

CHANNEL WITH PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENT



Transportation

ÅMost key roads exist but needs 

to be urbanized to business 

park standard

Å Baseline Road extension ïEA 

underway

Å Upgrades incorporated in 

Development Charges

Å Schedule improvements as 

required

PLANNED EXTENSION TO 

BENNETT RD



Development Charge Incentives

Clarington Exemptions

50% 

for LEED Certified Buildings

Nidus Center for Scientific Enterprise

St. Louis, Missouri  LEED certified

100 % 

for Research Facilities



Progress to Date

Secondary Plan

Zoning By-law 

Master Drainage Plan

Water Services Extended

Approval for Sanitary Sewer Forcemain

EA underway for Baseline Road Extension

EA to commence for Trunk Sanitary Sewer

Incentives for Research Facilities


